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Introduction
The differing nature of global politics is defined by geopolitics and the geography of the different countries. Geopolitics looks at how geography affects international relations and politics.  It usually refers to the nations and the relations that exist between them. According to Fawcett [footnoteRef:1]  Geopolitics considers how factors like demography, economics, and geography affect the foreign policies adopted by different countries. It focuses on political power relative to the geographical space of a country. In particular, it addresses issues of land territory and territorial waters to the diplomatic history of a country. Academically, the subject looks analyses social of science and history concerning politics and geography. Over the past several years, states have strived to exert and expend the influence abroad through various means. The most notable way nations have achieved this expansion is via engaging wars with adversaries apart from the toppling of foreign however that are presumed to be unfriendly. Major Superpowers often engage in proxy wars to support different parts in conflict. The most notable example includes the gulf war and the Vietnam War where the world's two superpowers supported opposing sides of the conflict[footnoteRef:2]. The Middle East is one of the most volatile palaces on earth. The region is characterized by incessant wars and sectarian conflict arising and supported by different governments across the region. In the pasts three-decade alone, about three major wars have occurred in the region. This includes the Afghanistan war between the United States and the Taliban, the war between the United States and Saddam Mossein Iraq and the war between Israel and Hamas[footnoteRef:3]. The world power is jostling for influence in the region since it is a mineral-rich region including natural gas and petroleum. [1:  Fawcett, Louise. International relations of the Middle East. Oxford University Press, 2016.]  [2:  Fawcett, 247]  [3:  Fuller, G. (2018). A sense of siege: The geopolitics of Islam and the West. Routledge.] 

Axis 1
The axis 1 group of countries includes the United Kingdom, the United States, and the state of Israel, Saudi Arabia, France, and turkey[footnoteRef:4]. Most of these countries are members of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). These are opposed to the spread of terrorism and sectarian religion in the region. They endeavor to fight again groups affiliated to terrorism like Hamas and Hezbollah. Most of the members of the axis are opposed to Iran and the foreign policies the country has adopted[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  Fuller, 345]  [5:  Gause, F. Gregory. "Beyond sectarianism: The new Middle East cold war." Brookings Doha Center Analysis Paper 11 (2014): 1-27.] 

Axis 2
Axis two countries include China, Russia, Iran, and Syria. These are countries opposed to the influence and foreign policies of the United States and strive to ensure that nose of succeeds. They are opposed to decisions that the US and its allies have adopted over the past decade that have led to foreign military interventions to dispose of legal government like Libya and the rise of the Arab spring. These interventions were a color revolution engineered by the United States to dispose of governments and replace it with friendlier ones[footnoteRef:6]. The Arab spring is known to lead the Syrian civil war where the US trained and funded the opposition with the aim of toppling the Assad regime in Syria which opposes the state of Israel. The Assad regime was a long-term of Iran and the Russian Federation[footnoteRef:7].  [6:  Gause, 22]  [7:  Ikenberry, G. John. "The illusion of geopolitics: The enduring power of the liberal order." Foreign Aff. 93 (2014): 80.
] 

The commons that goals divide the two geopolitical axes
The war in Syria which has been ongoing now for the past seven years was mainly fueled by the US and the Gulf states like Saudi Arabia and Qatar which offered the rebel the finance they need apart from lethal aid.  Russia and Iran came to support their ally who was on the verge of getting disposed of by the allied forces[footnoteRef:8]. The underlying bone of contention this war is the desire of the United States and Saudi Arabia to build an oil pipeline from Saudi Arabia and Iraq to Europe across the Syrian territory from which the Assad regime and Russia are vehemently against[footnoteRef:9]. The pipeline would have served as a political tool to reduce the market share of Russian oil products in Europe thereby weakened the strength of the Russian economy. [8:  Lelieveld, Jos, Steffen Beirle, Christoph Hörmann, Georgiy Stenchikov, and Thomas Wagner. "Abrupt recent trend changes in atmospheric nitrogen dioxide over the Middle East." Science advances 1, no. 7 (2015): e1500498.]  [9:  Mead, Walter Russell. "The return of geopolitics: The revenge of the revisionist powers." Foreign Aff. 93 (2014): 69.
] 


The major adversaries in the middles east conflicts are the US and the state of Israel (and their regional, global and local allies) against Syrian and Iran (and their regional, local and global allies). The leading cause of the current conflict between the two groups is the Palestinian-Israel conflict[footnoteRef:10]. Iran considers Israel to be the homeland of the Palestinian community while Israel considers Palestine to be the homeland of the Jews community. Iran considers Israel to be an illegitimate state as it Is the homeland of Palestine. Iran considers funding the two greatest enemies if the state of Israel, that is, Hamas that is currently in control of Gaza strip and Hezbollah that has a significant influence in Lebanon, a neighbor of Israel[footnoteRef:11]. The two groups have fought several times with Israel in the past decade. Iran is their main financial backer. Iran supplies them with advanced weapons which threaten the security of the state of Israel. Apart from these, there is an ongoing conflict between Syria and Israel as Israel occupies a Syrian territory along the Golan Heights and has even established a settlement area there.  [10:  Mead, 69]  [11:  Urbain, O. (2015). Music and conflict transformation: Harmonies and dissonances in geopolitics (Vol. 19). IB Tauris.] 

Currently, the United States and its allies are strongly opposed to the Syrian government in Damascus led by Assad. They have brought forth several resolutions in the UN Security Council against the Assad regime which has all been vetoed by Russian[footnoteRef:12]. When the Assad regime was about to fall, the Russian government came to support the government reversing a trend that had been developing and dealing a heavy blow to the allies effort to replace Assad government. The opposition was crushed with the support of the Russian air force and mercenaries[footnoteRef:13]. Apart from these, Iran and Hezbollah came to support the Syrian government in the battlefield thereby allowing the government to take back the territories it had lost rapidly. The allies have even conducted air raid against the Syrian forces particular after accusation arises of the potential use of chemical weapons by the state. This includes the air raid that allies conducted in Damascus on April 13th against suspected areas for storing chemical weapons. The event almost resulted in a third world war mainly if the US government would have targeted area where Russian members of the armed forces are based. Israel has been conducting air raid deep into Syrian territories in support of its war against the supply of weapons to its enemies like the Hezbollah[footnoteRef:14]. [12:  Yom, Sean L. From resilience to revolution: How foreign interventions destabilize the Middle East. Columbia University Press, 2015.]  [13:  Fuller, 344]  [14:  Mead, 69] 

 The seven wars that have been fought in Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, Bahrain, Palestine-Israel, Iraq, and Libya is a single geopolitical conflict that occurs in different geographical location. The underlying conflict is the struggle between the allies and Iran. In all these conflicts, the allies have been supporting one part of the war faction while Iran supports the other. The allies are struggling to rid the region of the influence of Iran while Iran is striving to extend its influence and footprint in the area. The allies consider Iran to be the leading state sponsor of terrorism and the Iranian revolutionary guard (IRG) as the most significant threat in the region[footnoteRef:15]. The problem is that IRG is almost completely in control of the Iranian economy and government hence difficult if not impressible to defeat. Iran on its own is a Middle East superpower. [15:  Fawcett, 249] 

Conclusion
The dynamics and synergy of the conflict in the Middle East have made each geopolitical axis to operate as a ‘whole.' The axis supports each other and when making an important decision, make it by consensus almost themselves. They prevent a unified front and face their opponents head-on without any form of fear. Each axis is composed of countries with some of the largest military and economies in the world hence the power play dynamics underlying the Middle Eastern conflict. East group wants to exert the maximum kind if influence across the Middle Eastern region regardless of the means to achieve these objectives. Apart from these, the primary factor fueling the Middle Eastern conflict is the oils resources lying in the region each group wants to control these resources.





